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Ed Eng’s debut book, "The Accidental Mayor," is an Amazon bestseller. (Reporter Liu Ziwei /	
Photography ) 

Engineer, Department of Water and Power civil servant, 
Director of Operations of the Los Angeles Times, university 
professor, mayor, best-selling author... any of these titles may 
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correspond to a person's lifetime. And yet they belong to the 
same person: Ed Eng; who grew up in a shady corner of Los 
Angeles' Chinatown to become the first Asian mayor in La 
Mirada, Los Angeles County.
Ed Eng's autobiography, "The Accidental Mayor," is currently a 
bestseller on Amazon. His motivation for writing this book is 
very simple. One is to pay tribute to his parents and thank them 
for their dedication and sacrifice; the other is to fight for the 
right to speak and be a voice for his family, Asians, immigrants 
and other related groups in general.
Although Ed Eng has successfully challenged different fields, it 
is his first time publishing a book. He lamented that writing a 
book was not an easy task, and it took three years to polish it. 
When he finished the first draft, his wife and son commented 
that it was "a bit boring". His family advised him to write in his 
own unique voice, and the final draft became fascinating. He 
also put a lot of thought into the cover design: among the black 
and white crowd watching the cricket fight, the only colored 
character represents him at the age of nine, sitting on the 
shoulders of his adult self, implying his growth, and reflecting 
on his life growing up in Hong Kong.

Ed Eng's philosophy of life originated from his childhood 
fragility. He was once frail and sickly. His parents migrated 
from China to Hong Kong to America during the political turmoil 
and yearning for the "American Dream," they eventually settled 
on the edge of Chinatown, Los Angeles. Determined to not let 
his frail health limit his future , he longed to become stronger, 
richer, and have the right to speak and influence.

In order not to be weak, he studies martial arts and excelled in 
various sports, has a black belt in Taekwondo, and masters 
skills such as Muay Thai, Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu, and kickboxing. In 
order not to be poor, he studied hard, eventually acquired a 
high-paying electrical engineering job, but continued to explore 
and chase his dreams. In order to be more influential, he 
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became a Fortune 500 executive, fought the bureaucratic 
establishment, and became the mayor of La Mirada. His first 
book was also on the Amazon bestseller list. Along the way, 
after he has two master's degrees and a high-paying job, he 
still worked tirelessly as a city councilmember while studying 
for a doctorate at Pepperdine University. After receiving his 
doctorate in April 2020, he was immediately hired to teach at 
Pepperdine University.

However, everything that seemed to go smoothly was not easy. 
He mentioned in the book that "life does not move forward 
linearly"; he once made a detailed plan and felt that as long as 
he followed the steps, he would be able to reach the goals he 
set for himself. However, real life is full of unexpected changes. 
Many things happen by chance rather than by his own choice. 
For example, he never dreamed of becoming a politician. But 
he accepts all unexpected changes openly. He said, "Don't look 
for answers, look for lessons and experience in failures."

Looking back at his campaign for city councilmember, Ed Eng 
said that at that time, many people told him that he could only 
succeed by relying on endorsements, but he did not think that 
was the only right way and wanted to prove everyone wrong 
and that anyone could run for office. After becoming a city 
councilmember, he paid more attention to what he could 
contribute and by listening to other resident’s suggestions. For 
example, under his direction, the La Mirada city government 
launched a mobile phone app for communicating with 
residents. His leadership and innovation were the reasons why 
he was quickly elected mayor after being elected as a city 
councilmember.
As an "executive" in different fields, Ed Eng believes that when 
managing a company in the private sector, there is less public 
scrutiny. But the mayor needs to serve all the citizens, and it's 
hard to keep everyone happy. But he firmly believes that if a 
person is competent, trustworthy and good at communicating, 



he can have the support of most people. And these three skills 
are his strengths, which can be flexibly used in any form of 
management.

The term "American Dream" is mentioned repeatedly in his 
book, which is Ed Eng’s original fantasy of the United States. 
The "American Dream" used to refer to mountains of gold and 
silver, but after years of reflection, it now means fully tapping 
one's potential and persistently improving oneself. He believes 
that the key to Asians living in the United States is how to 
balance and integrate Eastern and Western cultures. Although 
he immigrated to the United States at a very young age, he still 
celebrates Chinese festivals and loves traditional Chinese 
culture.

Ed Eng’s family members are also full of goals and passion. 
His wife has devoted herself to education, and his son is even 
more "innovative". He has founded two companies at a young 
age, combining his passion for music with the emerging web3 
concept.

Despite many achievements, Ed Eng’s road of exploration is 
still moving forward. He is planning to write a second book, 
telling stories of people from different cultures overcoming 
obstacles to succeed from a business perspective. He also 
plans to design a management course that he hopes to teach 
at Harvard or Stanford, as well as internationally. At the same 
time, he also wants to travel around the world with his family 
and experience the customs of different places.


